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PENDING CLAIMS AS AMENDED 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claims 1 - 102 (Cancelled) 

1. (New) A method of communication, comprising: 

forming a multiple beam pattern comprising one or more tracking beams and one 
or more search beams; and 

maintaining a communication channel between a first station and a second station 
using the one or more tracking beams including receiving a first signal from the second 
station while searching for one or more additional signals using the one or more search 
beanjss. 

2. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein searching for one or more 
additional signals comprises: 

searching for multi-path components of the first signal. 

3. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein searching for one or more 
additional signals comprises: 

searching for multi-path components of the first signal. 

4. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein searching for one or more 
additional signals comprises: 

sweeping the one or more search beams across a region to search for the one or 
more additional signals. 

5. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein forming multiple beam patterns 
comprises forming omni-directional tracking beams. 
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6. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one search beam becomes 
the tracking beam after receiving the first signal from the second station. 

7. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein the formation of the tracking 
beams comprises receiving energy through a plurality of spatially separated elements, 
applying a weight to the received energy from each of the elements, and combining the 
weighted energy. 

8. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

an antenna configured to form multiple beam patterns comprising one or more 
tracking beams and one or more search beams; and 

a processor configured to control the antenna to maintain a communication 
channel between a first station and a second station using the one or more tracking beams 
including receiving a first signal from the second station while searching for one or more 
additional signals using the one or more search beams- 

9. (New) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the antenna is further configured 
to search for multi-path components of the first signal. 

10. (New) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the antenna is further configured 
to search for a second signal from a third station. 

11. (New) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the antenna is configured to 
sweep the one or more search beams across a region to search for the one or more 
additional signals. 

12: (New) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the antenna is further configured 
to form omni-directional tracking beams. 

13. (New) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the antenna is further configured 
to form the tracking beams by receiving energy through a plurality of spatially separated 
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elements, applying a weight to the received energy from each of the elements, and 
combining the weighted energy. 

14. (New) An apparatus for communicating, comprising: 

forming a tracking beam to cover a region, wherein the formation of the tracking 
beam comprises receiving energy through a plurality of spatially separated elements, 
applying a weight to the received energy from each of the elements, and combining the 
weighted energy; 

receiving and tracking a signal in the region using at least one tracking beam; 

forming a searching beam to received a detected signal, wherein the formation of 
the searching beam comprises receiving the energy through a second plurality of spatially 
separated elements, applying a second weight to the received energy from each of the 
second plurality of elements, wherein the second weight applied to the received energy 
from each of the second plurality of elements is different; and combining the second 
weighted energy, the second weight being a function of the weight applied to form the 
tracking beams; 

tracking the signal by adjusting the second weight applied to the received energy 
from each of the second plurality of elements, wherein the tracking of the signal 
comprises moving the searching beam to a plurality of locations by adjusting the second 
weight applied to the received energy from each of the second plurality of elements, and 
fixing the searching beam in the location having the highest energy level. 

15. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

an antenna configured to form multiple searching and tracking beams, wherein the 
antenna comprises a plurality of spatially separated elements, wherein the elements 
comprise first and second groups, the first group configured to form the tracking beams 
and the second group configured to form the searching beams; 

a processor configured to control the antenna to track a signal with the tracking 
beam and to search for, receive and track a signal with the searching beam, wherein the 
processor further comprises a filter configured to apply a weight to energy received from 
the first group of elements, and combining the energy to form the tracking beam, the 

Attorney Docket. No.: 00CW36 
Customer No,; 23696 

4 


PAGE 6/14 * RCVD AT 1 2/22/2005 6:40:16 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO£FXRF-6/32 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:+8586515400 " DURATION (mm-ss);03-28 


12-22-05 16:32 Froro-t 190 


48586515400 


T-981 P. 007/014 F-007 


processor further comprising a searcher configured to search for the first signal as a 
function of the weighted energy* wherein the processor further comprises a second filter 
configured to apply a second energy weight to energy received from each of the second 
group of elements, and combining the weighted second energy to form the second beam, 
the second weight applied to the energy received from each of the second group of 
elements being responsive to the searcher. 

16. (New) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the second filter is further 
configured to apply a different second weight to the received energy from each of the 
second group of elements. 

17. (New) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the processor farther comprises 
a demodulator configured to demodulate the combined second weighted energy. 

18- (New) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the second filter is further 
configured to adjust the second weight applied to the received energy from each of the 
second group of elements as a function of the demodulated combined second weighted 
energy. 

19. (New) A remote station comprising: 

an antenna configured to form a multiple beam pattern comprising one or more 
tracking beams and one or more search beams; and 

a processor configured to maintain a communication channel between a first 
station and a second station using the one or more tracking beams including receiving a 
first signal from the second station while searching for one or more additional signals 
using the one or more search beams. 

20, (New) Computer readable media embodying a method of communication, 
comprising: 

forming a multiple beam pattern comprising one or more tracking beams and one 
or more search beams; and 
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maintaining a communication channel between a first station and a second station 
using the one or more tracking beams including receiving a first signal from the second 
station while searching for one or more additional signals using the one or more search 
beams. 

21. (New) Computer readable media embodying a method of reception, 
comprising: 

forming a mujtiple beam pattern comprising one or more tracking beams and one 
or more search beams; and 

maintaining a communication channel between a first station and a second station 
using the one or more tracking beams including receiving a first signal from the second 
Station while searching for one or more additional signals using the one or more search 
beams. 
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